
[image: image1.jpg]- Fact Sheet
Mefeﬂen West Virginia














        February 2, 2011

Senator John D. Rockefeller IV

Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation

The America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2010

 beneficial provisions for West Virginia

•             The Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR), which Senator Rockefeller has supported since coming to the Senate in 1984 to build science and technological (S&T) research infrastructure in higher education institutions in West Virginia.  Since 2000, West Virginia has received nearly $130 million in EPSCoR and Institutional Development (IDeA) grants.  West Virginia is using these funds to build research capacity to compete in federal S&T competitions.  Earlier this year, West Virginia received a $20 million EPSCoR grant that is the largest in its history.  Continuation of EPSCoR provides certainty for ongoing state research investments.

•             Partnerships for Innovation which include provisions to support research parks, such as the West Virginia Education, Research and Technology Park in South Charleston.  Earlier this year, the State accepted ownership of 258 acres and several buildings at the South Charleston Technology Park from The Dow Chemical Company.  The park has enormous potential to foster science and innovation.

•             The Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship Program, which encourages talented STEM professionals to become K-12 STEM educators, inspiring the next generation.  Senator Rockefeller led the effort to create this program nearly a decade ago and this legislation will continue and strengthen its impact. Since 2002, this program has supported funding for nearly 7,700 teachers who have reached students in some of the highest-need school districts in the country.  WVU recently received its first Noyce grant.

•             The establishment of a research initiative at the National Institute of Standards and Technology to support the development of emergency communication and tracking technologies used in locating trapped individuals in confined spaces, such as underground mines and other situations.

•             The Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship and Graduate Research Fellowship programs which would support STEM students at the highest levels of education in West Virginia and across the nation.

•             The establishment of a Green Chemistry Basic Research Program to award grants to support basic research into chemical development so that the products we use can be as clean, safe, and economical as possible.  You and Senator Snowe have long been supporters of this research introducing separate legislation in the 108th, 109th and 110th Congresses.  This type of research has been supported by major chemical companies, including Dow and DuPont, and the program could provide resources for research programs at both WVU and Marshall University.
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