JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Lnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dean Angela Lambert, EdS

School of Nursing

219 Rock Street

Bluefield. West Virginia 24701-2100

Dear Dean [.ambert,

Thank vou for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia's nexi generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the guality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingiy on the frontiines — along with family members and law
enforcement - is in the growing prescription drug abuse cpidemic. It is for this reason thai [ am
writing 10 seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic.

In March, | held a hcaring in the Senate Finance Commitiee to discuss possible solutions to
prescription drug abuse. I heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highesi-quality and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, [ wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potentia! solutions from experts throughout the medical fieid. Specificaily, I am inter ested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Edué'aﬁon and Training

o As you know, opioid painkillers are the most commonly-abused prescription drugs in
- Wes:. Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important.

- component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report, Relieving Pain in America. there are major gaps in knowledge about pain. What
steps is your school taking to educate your students about the prescription drug abuse

_ epldtmm safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and how to ide atify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how
to use prescripticn monitoring programs?

e Is, your institution teaching students about ways to 1dcnt1fy patlenta at risk of ;1cldlc‘1on
and refer thcm to apnroprlate fruatmmt" '

http: /Irockefeller.senate.gov



[s your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment? '

What are the key barriers or challeniges to training students in this area?

Do you have any additional recomméndations on health professions education with.
regard to safe and appropriate use of controlled substances? ' '

Consumer Education

How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receilving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 pm You can find a list of all particip'ating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012.

Once again, [ 'ap[ﬁreciatc your leadership role in h_f:.alth care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of pr’escription drug abuse in the state.

qucerely,

John D. Rockefeller IV



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

- NMnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Denise Landry, EAD, APRN, FNP-BC
Chair and Protessor

School of Nursing

Marshali University

One John Marshall Drive

Huntington, West Virginia 25755-9510

Dear Ms. Landry.

Thank you for your ieadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia's next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that { am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin tc stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. '

In March. I held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions ta
prescription drug abuse. I heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jetf
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quaiity and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potential solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers 1o the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

e Asyou know, opiloid\ painkiliers are the m_osf commonly-abused prescription drugs in
West Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important .+
component of treating pain. Yet, -accvrding to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report, Relieving Pain in America, there are major gaps in kniowledge about pain. What
steps is your school taking to educate your students about the prescription drug abuse
epidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of conirolled substances, and how to iceuntify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how
to use prescription monitering programs?-

http://rockefeller.senate.gov



[s your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment? !

What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any additional recommendations on health professions education with
regard to safe and appropriate use of controlled substances? : “

Consumer Education

How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?’

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, [ also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. |
look forward to your response by October 19™:2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadershlp role in health care in West Vlrglma and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

John D. Rockefeller IV



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Sharon Mailey

Director and Chair, Department of Nursing Education
Shepherd University

Erma Ora Byrd Hall

Room 202 C

Shepherdstown., West Virginia 25443

Dear Dr. Mailey,

Thank you for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia's next generation. of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the guality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reasen that 1 am
writing to seek vour input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. '

In March, | held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions to
prescription drug abuse. I heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care. in order to provide patients with the highest-quaiity and
safest pain care.. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
presmpuon drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additionai input regarding
polentlal solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

e As you know, opioid painkillers are the most commonly-abused prescriptidn:drugé in
. West Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important.
component of treating pair. Yet, according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report, Relieving Pair: i America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain. What
steps is your school taking to educate vour students about the prescription dru;:, abuse
epidemic., safe and appropriate prescribing of controlied substances, and how to identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how
-, to use prescription monitoring programs?

http://rockefeller.senate.gov



o What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

e Do you have any additional recommendations on health professioné education with -
regard to safe and appropriate use of controlled substances? :

Consumer Education

e How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use of -
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

e What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

e The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

e What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

e Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

e On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. 1 hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.

e The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,



e The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,
September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19™, 2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

Sincerely,

e

Jo_hn D. Rockefeller IV




JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 205104802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Stephen J. Kopp

President

Marshali University

216 Old Main

One John Marshall Drive

Tuntington, West Virginia 25755-0001

Dear Dr. Kopp,

Thank you for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. it is for this reason thai [ am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. '

In March, 1 held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions ic
prescription drug abuse. I heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coorcination, and
the right information at the peint of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quaiity and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potential solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

"o As you know, opioid painkillers are the most commonly-abused prescription drugs in
West Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important
component of treating pain. Yet. according to the independent Institute of Medicire’s
report, Relieving Pain in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain.  What
steps is your school taking to educate your students about the prescripticn drug abuse

~ epidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and how. to identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how
to use prescription monitoring programs?

http://rockefeller.senate.gov



What.arc the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any additional recommcndatlons on health professions educatlon w1th
regard to safe and approprlate use of controlled substances?

Consumer Education

How do -you train your students on educatmg patlcnts on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, mcludlng controlled substances?

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.

The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,



September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012.

Once again, | appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

\

/

Sincerely,




JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

United States Senate

WASHII'JGTON,- DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Monica Kennison

Director of Nursing / Chair and Dlrector of the School of Heaith Sciences
316 Washington Avenue

Wmeiing% West Virginia 26003-6243

Dear Dr. Kennison,

Thank you for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia's next &enﬂra.tmn of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your schoo! and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout osir state. Cne area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that [ am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin tc stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic.

In March, I held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions
prescription drug abuse. 1 heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeif
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordinaticn, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quality and

safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges witn
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potential selutions from ex perts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

‘e As you know. opicid painkillers are the most commonly-abused prescription drugs in
~ West Virginia and nationwide. When used safely. these drugs can be an important.
component of treating pain. Yet, according te the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report; Relieving Pain in Ameérica, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain.  What
" steps is vour school taking to educate your students about the prescription dmg abuse
¢pidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of contrsiled substances, and how to ide=ntify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, inciuding how
to use p_rescription_. monitoring programs?

e Is your institution zeachmg students about ways to 1demuy patkemq at risk of addmhon

Sy
and refer *hcm 0 app10pr1ate treatmﬂnt ]

http://rockefeller.senate.gov



that are.the‘ key bar‘r'i'er's_or challenges to training students in this area? i

Do you have any addltlonal recommendatlons on health protessmns educatlon thh
regard to safe and approprxate use of controlled substances? '

Consumer Education -

How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate.use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances? EL

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.

The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is ﬁ great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,



September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012. :

Once again, | appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

() Sincerely,

John D. Rockefeller IV



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Anited States SDenate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802 -

September 27, 2012

Dr. Judith McKinney

Chair, Nursing Program

West Virginia Wesleyan College

59 Coilege Avenue

Buckhannon, West Virginia 26201-2699

Dear Dr. McKinney,

Thank you for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation: of health care professionais. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that { am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. -

[n March, I held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions {0
prescription drug abuse. I heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordinaticn. and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quality and
safest pain care. - As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additicnal input regarding
potential solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

e As you know. opioid painkillers are the most commonly-abused préscr_iption.drugs in
‘West Virginia and nationwide.. When used safel y, these drugs can be an important.
component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report, Relieving Pain in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain. What
steps is your school taking to educale your students about tite prescription drug abuse
epidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and how to identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how

. to use prescription monitoring programs? :

e [s your institution teaching studcnls about ways o 1dent1fy patlents at risk of addlchon
* and refer *hem to approprlate treatment" : '

hftp:.:‘ rockefeller.senate.gov



What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any addltlonal recommendations on health professions educatlon with

regard to safe and approprlate use of controlled substances?

Consumer Education

How do you train your students on educating patiénts on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances? .

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.

The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,



e The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,
September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I

look forward to your response by October_l9-‘h, 2012.

Once again, | appreciate youf leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

Sincerely,

Yo b

John D. Rockefeller I'V



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

llmtnd States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Georgia Narsavage, PhD, CRNP, FAAN
Dean and Professor

WVU School of Nursing

Post Office Box 9600

Morgantown West Virginia 26506-9600

Dear Dr. Narsavage,

Thank you for your lzadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that | am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic.

In March, 1 held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions to
prescription drug abuse. T heard testimony from health care professionals. including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quality and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing chailenges witn
presc;iﬁiion drug abuse in West Virginia, [ wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potential solutions from expests throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

e As ykm know. opioid pairkillers are the most.commonly-abused prescription drugs in
West Virginia and natienwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important:
component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report, Relieving Pain in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain.  What

-steps is your school taking to educate your students about the prescription drug abluse
epidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances. and how to identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how
to use prescription monitoring programs?-

e Isyour institution teachmg students about ways to 1df‘nt1fy natlen s at risk 01 add;c‘;on
' and refer them to appro prlate treatment? '

http:.-"-'oékefeller,senate.gov



Is your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment?

What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any additional recommendations on health professions education with
regard to safe and appropriate use of controlled substances? & '

Consumer Education

How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

' Sinéerely,

John D. Rockefeller IV




JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Arthur J. Ross II1

Dean

WYVU School of Medicine

Healih Sciences Center

Post Office Box 91090

Morgantown, West Virginia 26506-9100

Dear Dr. Ross,

Thank vou for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your scheol and in the comrlbutlon_\ they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that ! am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic.

in March, I held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions to
prescvlption drug abuse. [ heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information. at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quality and
safest pain care. -As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongeing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted o also seek additional i input regarding
polmqal sotutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following quc,sl10'1$.

Provider Education and Training

e Asyou know rplow pa! nklllurs are the mo;t commonn -abused pref;crlptlon drugs in

 West Vll’“inla and natmnw1de When used safely, these drugs can be an important.
component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s

* report, Relieving Pain in America; there are major gaps in knowledge about pain.  ‘What
-steps is your school tamng to educate your students about the prescription drug abuse

: epldemlc safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and how to ide mfv
patienis who may be seeking prescriptiens for purposes that are not valid, including how
to use prescription monitoring programs?

'h_ttp:.-" rockefeller.senate.gov



L

‘What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any ¢ adstlonal recommcndanons on health pI'Obebl(.)nS education with
regard to safe and appmprlatc use of controlled wbstanccs"

Consumer Edu‘cation | i

How do you train your students on educating patients on safé and appropnate use of
prescnpnon dru;:,s mc]uthng controlled substances?

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.

The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,



September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. . Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (5. 507),
comprehensive leglslatlon that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse ep1dem1c I
look forward to your response by OCtober 19", 2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadership rol¢ in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

q Sincerely, -

John D. Rockefeller IV



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Dawn: Scheick

Chair, Department of Nursing
Alderson-Broaddus College

101 College Hill Drive

Philippi. West Virginia 26416-9667

Dear Dr.-Scheick,

hank you for your leadership on educatien in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that I am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic.

in March. 1 held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions to
prescription drug abuse. [ heard testimony from health care professionals. including Dr. Jetf
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provlde patients with the highes:-quality and
safest pain.care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additional input regairding
potential solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

e Asyou know. opioit_i_-iaainkﬂ]ers are the most comiﬁonly-a'bused prescription drugs in
West. Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs.can be an important
component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report, Relieving Pain in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain. What
ﬂf.epg is yvour school taking to educate your students about the preqcnptlon drug abuse

: epldevm\, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances. and how to identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how
to use pycscription monitoring programs?

e . Is your institution tcm,hmg students qbout ways to identify patients at risk of addlv..?‘on
- and refer them to dpprmuah, treatment ' '

ht-lp:.-".- rockefeller.senate.gov



Is your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment? £4 - )

What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any additional recommendations on health professions education with
régard.to safe and appropriate use of controlled substances? ' '

Consumer Education

How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




e The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,
September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescrlptlon drug abuse epidemic. |
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012,

Once again. I appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

Sincerely,

Yo

John D. Rockefeller IV




JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

I’-Hnittfl Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Maria Rose

President

Fairmont State University

222 Hardway Hall

1201 Locust Avenue

Fairmont, West Virginia 26554-2470

Dear Dr. Rose.

Thank you for your !eadership on educaticn in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. I is for this reason that I am
writing to seck vour input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. '

In March, 1 held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions to
prescription drug abuse. [ heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quality and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potential solutiens from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

e Asyou know., opioid painkillers are the most clommon'ly.-abuscd_ prescription drugs in

© West Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important
component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
repoit, Relievinig Pain in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain.  What
steps is your school taking to educate your students about the prescription drug abuse
epidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and how to identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, inciuding how
1o use prescription monitoring programs?

http://rockefeller.senate.gov



e Is your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment?

e What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

e Do you have any additional recommendations on health professions education with -
regard to safe and appropriate use of controlled substances?

Consumer Education

e How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

e What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

e The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

e What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

e Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

e On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




e The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from falﬁily
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,
September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-intreduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

Sincerely,

Vot @k

John D. Rockefeller IV



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Nnited Dtates Denate

~ WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Michael Prewitt

Dean

College of Health Professions

Marshall University

One John Marshall Drive

Huntington, West Virginia 25755-9500

Dear Dr. Prewitt,

Thank you for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia's next generation of health care professionais. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason thai { am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. '

In March,  held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions to
prescription drug abuse. [ heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in crder to provide patients with the highest-quality and
safest pain care. As a follow-up te that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potentiai solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specificaily, I am interested in

vour answers to the foilowing questions:
Provider Education and Training

e Asyou know, 'opioi%i painkiliers are the mqs{k:ommorﬂy-abusbd prescription drugs in

West Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an impurtant.
_component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Jnstitute of Medicine’s
report, Relieving Pain in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain.  What
steps is your school taking to educate your students about the prescription drug abuse

: epidcmié_. safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and how to identify
hpétiem"s who may be seeking prescriptions for purpeses that are not valid, including how
to use prescription monitoring programs?

h:ttp:.-'.-' 'ocke_feller.senate.gov.



e Is your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment? ; v

o What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

e Do you have any. additional recommendations on health professions education wit_h_
regard to safe and appropriate use of controlled substances?

Consumer Education

e How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

e What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

e The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

e What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

e Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

e On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

gxncerely,

NS

John D. Rockefeller IV



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Edwin H. Welch

President

University of Charleston

2300 MacCorkle Avenue, Southeast
Charleston, West Virginia 25304-1099

Dear Dr. Welch.

Thank you for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia's next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make 1o the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that [ am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
evastating epidemic.

In March, [ held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions 1o
prescrmnon drug abuse. I heard testimony from heaith care professionals, including Dr. Jef
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quality and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing chalienges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, [ wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potential solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

e Asyou know, opiéi'c_l_‘ pai'nkill-ers are the most common]y-abﬁsed prescriptionld'rugs,ir_l

West. Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an imp_ortan'i..

* component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute-of Medicine’s

-report, Relieving Pain‘in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain. What

 steps is your scheo! taking to educafe your students about the prescription drug abuse

. epidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and how to identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how
to use preseription monitoring programs?-

e s your institution teaching studenis about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
- and refer them to appropriate treatment? : o '

i http:// rockefeller.se nate.gov



What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any addltlonal recommendations on health professions educatlon with
regard to safe and appropnate use of comrol]ed substances?

Consumer Edlmation

How do you train your students on educatmg pa‘uents on safe and appropriate use of
prescrlptlon drugs; 1nclud1ng controlled substances? '

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. 1 hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.

The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,



e The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,
September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

Sincerely,

e

John D. Rockefeller IV




JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Suzanne Shipley

President

Shepherd University

Ikenberry Hall

Post Office Box 5000
Shepherdstown, West Virginia 25443

Dear Dr. Shipley.

Thank vou for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practiticners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make 1o the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement - is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that i am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin tc stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. '

In March, I held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possibie solutions to
prescription drug abuse. [ heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeif
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order tc provide patients with the highest-quaiity and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongeing challenges wiin
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, [ wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potential solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following guestions:

Previder Education and Training
e _As }'{oulkn(mn .opi_oid t__;ai_nki]lgrs are the most commonty-abused p_refscr_ip‘rion di"ugs,_in,
‘Wast Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important.
component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute.of Medicine’s
“report, Relieving Pain in America, thete are major gaps in knowledge about pain.  What
steps is your schoel taking to educate your students about the prescription drug abuse
P epidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and hov 10 identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions for purposes that are not valid, including how
10 use prescription monitoring programs?

http://rockefeller.senate.gov



[s your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment? '

" What are the key barriers or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any additional recommendations on health professions education with
regard to safe and appropriate use of controlled substances?

Consumer Education

How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use cf
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is cssential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that [ have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19™, 2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

Sincerely,

.

John D. Rocke_fe]ler v



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

Anited 5t3tt5 Cenate

WASHINGTON, DC 205104802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Joseph Shapiro, M.D.

Dean

Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine
Marshall University

1600 Medical Center Drive

Huntington, West Virginia 25701-3656

Dear Dr. Shapiro,

Thank you for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation of health care professionals. You and your faculty must take great
pride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughout our state. One area where our heaith care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines — along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that I am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. '

In March, I held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee tc discuss possible solutions to
prescription drug abuse. 1 heard testimony {rom health care professionals, including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quality and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongeing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, I wanted to also seek additional input regarding
potential solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, I am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

e As vou know, opioid painkillers are the most commonly-abu_s'ed prescription drugs in
West Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important.
component of treating pain. Yet, according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report. Relieving Pain in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain. What
steps is your school taking to cduc*ife your students about the prescription drug abuse

: epldt,mlc, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlled substances, and how to identify
patients who may be seeking prescripticns for purposes that are not valid, including how
to use prescription monitoring programs?

http://rockefeller.senate.gov



Is your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment? '

What_are the key barriefs or challenges to training students in this area?

Do you have any additional recommendatlons on health professmns educalmn W1th
regard to safe and appr()prlate use of controlled substances’f’ '

Consumer Education

How do you train your students on edﬁca’ting patients on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from §:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19", 2012.

Once again, I appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

Sincerely,

Jor b

John D. Rockefeller IV



JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV
WEST VIRGINIA

MNnited Dtates Denate

WASHIR -JGTON, DC 20510—4802

September 27, 2012

Dr. Kevin W. Yingling, R. Ph., M.D.
Dean

Marshall University

School of Pharmacy

Medical Education Building

One John Marshall Drive

Huntington, West Virginia 25755-0001

Dear Dr. Yingiing,

Thank you for your leadership on education in the state and for your dedication to training West
Virginia’s next generation of health care prefessionals. You and your facuity must take great
vride in the quality of practitioners who graduate from your school and in the contributions they
make to the health of residents throughcut our state. One area where our health care
practitioners are increasingly on the frontlines - along with family members and law
enforcement — is in the growing prescription drug abuse epidemic. It is for this reason that t am
writing to seek your input and advice regarding ways that we can begin to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic.

In March, [ held a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee to discuss possible solutions to
prescription dm;; abuse. 1 heard testimony from health care professionals, including Dr. Jeff
Coben of West Virginia University, about the dire need for better training, care coordination, and
the right information at the point of care, in order to provide patients with the highest-quaiity and
safest pain care. As a follow-up to that hearing, and in light of the ongoing challenges with
prescription drug abuse in West Virginia, [ wanted to also seck additional input regarding
potential solutions from experts throughout the medical field. Specifically, [ am interested in
your answers to the following questions:

Provider Education and Training

® Asyou know. olpi{)id' painkillers are the most commonly-abused, préscription drugs in

 West Virginia and nationwide. When used safely, these drugs can be an important
component of treating pain. Yet. according to the independent Institute of Medicine’s
report, Relieving Pair in America, there are major gaps in knowledge about pain.  What
steps is your school takmg to educate your students about the prescription drug abuse
¢pidemic, safe and appropriate prescribing of controlied substances, and how to identify
patients who may be seeking prescriptions {or purposes that are not valid, including how
to use prescription monitoring programs?

http://rockefeller.senate.gov



Is your institution teaching students about ways to identify patients at risk of addiction
and refer them to appropriate treatment?

What are the key barriers or challenges to tfaini_ng students in this area?

Do you have any additional rccommendatlons on health professmns education w1th
regard to safe and approprlate use of controllc.d substances?

Consumer Education .

How do you train your students on educating patients on safe and appropriate use of
prescription drugs, including controlled substances?

What recommendations do you have for improving consumer education and patient
engagement more generally when it comes to safe and appropriate use of prescription
medications, particularly painkillers?

Care Coordination and Health Care Innovations

The Institute of Medicine, in its report on Relieving Pain in America, recommended that
“undergraduate and graduate training programs should offer standardized information
about pain and include experience in caring for pain in interprofessional settings.”

What steps is your organization taking, or considering, to train health professions
students to work across disciplines to help prevent and mitigate prescription drug abuse?

Do you have recommendations for additional innovations in health care delivery that
could improve prevention and treatment of prescription drug addiction and overdose?

As we approach National Medicine Abuse Awareness Month in October, I also wanted to
make you aware of a few key events coming up in the state this week:

On Friday, September 28, from 8:30 am to 4:45 pm, the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) will offer a prescription drug
continuing education course at the West Virginia Osteopathic School. This course is
open to physicians, dentists, nurses, physician assistants and others who care for patients
receiving opioid medications. I requested that SAMHSA come to the state to offer this
course because of the steep increase in deaths and overdoses from prescription drugs,
especially prescription painkillers, in recent years. More information about this course is
available at http://www.wvsom.edu/MediaCenter/Sept-25-12-opioids-cme or by calling
304-647-6358. I hope you will encourage your colleagues to attend.




e The fifth National Drug Take Back Day is a great way to properly dispose of unused
prescription drugs. A majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, often without their knowledge. This event is scheduled for Saturday,
September 29, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can find a list of all participating
locations by entering your zip code at www.dea.gov.

The need for your profession’s expertise is essential as we seek to stem the tide of this
devastating epidemic. Your responses to the above questions will be particularly helpful as I
prepare to re-introduce the Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (S. 507),
comprehensive legislation that I have authored to address the prescription drug abuse epidemic. I
look forward to your response by October 19™, 2012.

Once again, | appreciate your leadership role in health care in West Virginia and look forward to
continuing our work together to fight the epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the state.

Sincerely,

Y

John D. Rockefeller IV




